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Unfruitful Search for Happiness and Satisfaction
People work hard to improve their lives and lives of those closest. Usually, the ultimate goal of hard work is happiness and joy. However, the biography of Dickens by Peter Ackroyd refutes the validity of that statement. Peter Ackroyd is a biographer who recounts the life of Dickens from birth to adulthood. The narrative depicts Dickens as a sad man all his life. Life seems hard for him to even after investing his energy in finding happiness. Thus, this paper explores the irony behind Dickens’s efforts to become better than his father. Dickens dies a sad and disillusioned man.
Dickens by Ackroyd is a biography of Charles Dickens, an author, and actor. Dickens lived between 1812 and 1870. According to the journal, Charles Dickens’ childhood faces a lot of challenges because he never got fatherly love and support from his father (“Dickens” p. 1). Ackroyd accounts that Dickens’ father was extravagant, for he used his money carelessly. The wastage of money made him weak and eventually led him to the debtor’s prison.
For this reason, the young Dickens decided to work hard to earn a living and avoid his father’s mistakes. Ackroyd holds that Dickens served as a casual laborer in a Blacking factory. His experience in the job is captured in “David Copperfield” ((“Dickens” p. 3). Later, he worked as a parliamentary reporter for a job position, which contributed significantly to his carrier as a writer. Ackroyd writes the biography of Dickens, detailing his youth, marriage, and family and relationships with other authors and core workers, like Ellen Ternan.
It is satirical that Dickens, in his youth, sees a lot of mistakes in his father’s life only to become a worse father in the future. According to Ackroyd, Dickens had a robust experience from his childhood because his father was an improvident dad (“Dickens” p. 6). Therefore, he resolved to work hard all his life to avoid making the same mistakes as his father. From the beginning, biographer Ackroyd portrays Dickens as a kid who experienced childhood in virtual neediness with an improvident dad. Then, as a youth who encounter and experience tough occasions, which were considered a significant part of the populace in the early Victorian period. Therefore, the image of Dickens as a child, the spouse, and the dad shapes from the fear of becoming a failure like his father (“Dickens” p. 6). However, he does not become any better compared to his father since he has a lot of deficiencies as a family man and the frequently profoundly unsavory treatment of his better half and less supported kids. Therefore, despite all his hatred for his biological father, who never fully supported his family, Dickens leads the same life. Ironically, he works hard to earn a living, yet his family remains dissatisfied. 
Despite Dickens’s efforts in writing and theatrical performance, he leads a disillusioned life. Nothing worth happiness and satisfaction comes out of his hard work and determination. There is an undertone of despair in life which the author, Ackroyd, does not explore deeply (“Dickens” p. 5). First, Dickens, as a mature man, suffers the fangs of failing marriage. Dickens abandons his family in 1860, the time during which he worked on his creative work: “Great Expectations” (“Dickens” p. 5) During this time, Dickens had pretty much isolated from his significant other, offered one house to move into another, and with the guide of specific individuals from his family, continued to make a gigantic campfire of his prior communication with authors like Eliot, Thackeray, and Carlyle. It is a pity that Dickens has to get assistance from family members to live a decent life. Although people, especially consumers of literature, loved and glorified Dickens, his life never matched his glory.
Dickens works harder than before, even when he is at his old age. Remarkably, Dickens was an unfortunate man who would want to break the chains of failure even when he is old and exhausted (“Dickens” p. 7). As an experienced writer, Dickens works harder and livelier than his father used to do at his youth. He undertakes excitedly crusading efforts towards writing, although his soul was tired of the earthly life. Dickens suffers injury he received from a train accident in 1865, and his ill- health contributed to his demise. However, he kept on working similarly as hard previously, composing and giving open readings of his work (“Dickens” p. 7). There is a developing feeling of warning towards the end, as he dourly anticipated that he would destroy himself. Achievement had not carried him to a satisfying old age. However, to the very furthest reaches of human perseverance, he worked hard till death knocked on his door. The audience can, therefore, infer that Dickens dies a sad man.
In conclusion, “Dickens” builds on the life of Charles Dickens, which was not as successful as many people think. Intense critical analysis of the biography reveals that Charles Dickens’ efforts and determination in his work as a writer landed him to disillusionment. Therefore, the action builds of situational irony. He hates his extravagant and careless father only to become one in the future. Also, he works hard to attain happiness and satisfaction but dies sad and disillusioned.
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